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CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT 

 

The Faculty of Science, University of Colombo turned a new page in the history of the Sri 

Lankan University system on September 26, 2013, by forming a company limited by 

guarantee. Therefore, it gives me a great pleasure in releasing a statement for this historic 

first Annual Report of the Colombo Science and Technology Cell (CELL). 

 

Upon retirement of the founder Chairman, Prof. T.R. Ariyaratne, I took up office as the 

second Chairman of this company at its infancy, to be exact 5 months after its incorporation. 

A business center at the Faculty was a long felt need, and the initiative taken by the founder 

Chairman is greatly appreciated at this juncture.  

 

The Government has taken steps to improve the University-Industry interaction by 

introducing a tax concession to companies investing in R & D activities at universities. 

Therefore, the Faculty feels that the future is bright for the CELL if all its members work 

extremely hard towards one objective, which is carrying out collaborative research projects 

and consultancies and delivering the outcome with highest level of corporate excellence. I 

believe if all of us keep to deadlines and maintain professionalism, more clients will come to 

work with us. Further, as expected from a company limited by guarantee we must strive hard 

to reinvest the profit to improve the much wanted infrastructure at the Faculty. This will 

allow our young academics to undertake projects which are unimaginable at present, with the 

facilities that we have at hand. 

 

All members of the board are actively involved in promoting the activities of the CELL. I 

thank them for their commitment and invaluable support rendered without any form of 

remuneration. The advice and guidance by the company secretary and dedication by the two 

energetic mangers at the office have enabled us to reap the benefits within the first year 

itself. I would be failing my duty if I do not value the trust placed by industries and other 

parties in joining hands with the CELL to conduct many activities during this first year. 

 

In conclusion, I salute those who have accepted challenging projects, consultancies and 

conducted training programs with meager facilities at the Faculty. I urge all others who are 

not involved in such projects to get involved in industry related research projects. 

Innovations ensue only if we think differently and do differently and innovations promise 

the prospects of triumph.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

CEO’S REPORT 

 

The “CELL” promotes and serves manufacturing and service industries in Sri Lanka 

through research, development, innovation, science based services and knowledge & 

technology transfer. 

 

The “CELL” can undertake collaborative research projects, Consultancies in a number of 

areas, namely, Agricultural/horticultural, Chemical, Educational, Electrical/Electronics, 

Environmental, Financial & actuarial, Industrial, Medical/Pharmaceutical, Microbial, 

Nuclear Analytical, Statistical/Computational. We are at a competitive advantage as the 

“CELL” is able to carry out interdisciplinary projects with its diverse membership from the 

seven departments of the Faculty namely Chemistry, Mathematics, Nuclear Science, Physics, 

Plant Sciences, Statistics, and Zoology. Further our office is located in the University of 

Colombo premises, which is in the Colombo Metropolitan area.  

 

University of Colombo Science and Technology Cell (UCSTEC) was formed initially, in 

2009 as a unit under the Faculty of Science in order to interact with the Sri Lankan industries 

in the aforementioned areas. The UCSTEC finances were handled by the University 

administration. However, the Faculty was of the view that a more flexible system was 

required in order to interact with external parties in a more efficient manner. Therefore, the 

formation of a company was conceptualized.  

 

After obtaining the necessary approval from the Council of the University and the University 

Grants Commission, the Colombo Science and Technology Cell (CELL) was registered as a 

company limited by guarantee on September 26th 2013. Its office was formally opened on 

March 3rd 2014. We have already established contacts with a number of companies in Sri 

Lanka. 

 

The capital cost for the implementation (Rs 10 million) was obtained through the 

competitive grant under the Higher Education for the 21st Century (HETC)/ Quality & 

Innovative Grant (QIG), Window 4; on Research Dissemination and Commercialization 

Projects. This is a World Bank funded project. 

 

The administrative, financial and the legal structure of the Cell are now in place. The running 

of the business can be done with the earned income. However, in order to cater to the wide 

range of product development activities the infrastructure at the departmental level must be 

strengthened. This involves purchase of state-of-the-art equipment and software. In order to 

cater to industry requirements in an efficient manner, hiring of full time research assistants 

would also be essential. We have already purchased some equipment and consumables from 

the earned income and at present, we have hired three full time research assistants. 

 



 

Our predecessor, the University of Colombo Science and Technology Cell, has successfully 

completed a few small projects and three major product development activities for the 

private sector in Sri Lanka. CELL has already completed minor projects/training programs 

and signed several MOUs with Sri Lankan industries and one with an institute in Korea.  

 

Cell has already built good relationships with external parties and all consultants at the 

Faculty must strive to maintain and strengthen the relationships with both old and new 

clients. Further, by making budgetary allocations to equip the laboratories, the Faculty of 

Science will definitely have a sustainable and competitive edge over the others engaged in 

Science & Technology research in attracting the clientele. 

 

 

 

Status and Milestones 

 

� The first meeting of the University of Colombo Science and Technology Cell 

(UCSTEC), the predecessor of the Cell: April 01, 2009 

� Signing of the MOU/UCSTEC with Darley Butler & Company Ltd.: November 01, 2010  

� Signing of the MOU/UCSTEC with Ceylon Cold Stores PLC: November 01, 2012 

� Signing of the MOU/UCSTEC with Kahatagaha Graphite Lanka Limited: March 01, 2013 

� Signing of Contract to receive funds from HETC/Quality & Innovation Grant (QIG): 

W4: Research Dissemination and Commercialization Projects: March 28, 2013 

� Company Objects were published in Daily News: July 31,  2013 

� Company Registration: September 26, 2013 

� Signing of the MOU with Samson Compounds (Pvt) Ltd: October 01, 2013 

� Public notice of the incorporation was published in Daily News, Dinamina & 

Thinakaran newspapers: October 11, 2013  

� Public notice of the incorporation was published in Government gazette: October 25, 

2013 

� Signing of the MOU with The Korean Institute of Ocean& Scientific Technology, Korea: 

November 01, 2013 

� Training program on Advanced data analysis using SPSS: January 19-February 02, 2014 

� Signing of the MOU with ATG Gloves (Pvt) Ltd: February 08, 2014 

� Training program on Advanced data analysis using R: February 09-23, 2014 

� Opening of the Cell office: March 03, 2014 

� International Forum for Mathematical Modeling: March 10-21, 2014 

 

 

 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Prof. K.R.R. Mahanama - Chairman 

(Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry, City University of New York, USA) 

 

Prof. D.T.U. Abeytunga - Chief Executive Officer 

(Ph. D. in Organic chemistry, University of Arizona, USA) 

 

Prof. R.L.C. Wijesundera 

(Ph.D. in Plant Pathology, University of Bristol, England) 

 

Prof. J.K.D.S. Jayanetti  

(Ph.D in Experimental Condensed Matter Physics, City University of New York, USA) 

 

Prof. W.N. Wickremasinghe  

(Ph.D. in Statistics, Kansas State University, USA) 

  

Prof. S.S.B.D.P. Mahawatte 

(MSc. in Applied Nuclear Physics, University of Birmingham, England) 

 

Dr. P.K.T.N.S. Pallewatte 

(Ph.D. in Entomology, Imperial College of Science, University of London) 

 

Dr. S.S.N. Perera 

(PhD in Optimal Control, TU Kaiserslautern, Germany) 

 

Dr. M.N. Kaumal 

(Ph. D. in Analytical Chemistry, Mississippi State University, USA) 

 

 

COMPANY SECRETARY AND AUDITOR 

 

Company Secretary:   

Mr. Presanna Ekanayake (Attorney-at-Law & Notary Public) 

 

Auditor: 

TED Saverimuttu & Co 

 



 

  

AUDITORS  REPORT 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 


